


combined with the 300,000 points he has already accumulated -- "I can probably make a trip to 
India."

The program expands American Express's partnerships with real-estate merchants. The firm 
currently works with over a dozen property-management companies in 34 states to allow their ten-
ants to pay rent with an AmEx card.

The move comes at a time when more landlords are allowing tenants to pay their rent with plastic. 
About 15% of the rental apartments in the U.S. accept credit-card payments, estimates Matt Golis, 
chief executive of YapStone Inc.'s RentPayment, a San Francisco processing firm that works with 
apartment owners and managers to enable acceptance of credit cards. Most of its new customers 
this year are offering to pay the costs incurred by offering credit cards as a payment alternative in 
order to have a competitive advantage over other properties, he says.


